Ophthalmic manifestations of relapsing acute childhood leukemia.
Acute lymphoblastic leukemia is the most common malignancy in children. We report 3 patients who presented to their general pediatricians and pediatric oncologists with ocular complaints as the only evidence of their leukemic relapses. All patients presented with persistent conjunctival injection and were referred to an ophthalmologist for further management. Two patients were diagnosed with recurrent anterior uveitis, which after extensive workup and treatment with topical glucocorticoids was found to be a result of leukemic ocular disease. One patient had a conjunctival tumor, which was biopsied and confirmed to be leukemic infiltration. All children eventually succumbed to their recurrent disease. These cases demonstrate the need for a high index of suspicion when evaluating ocular symptoms in patients with a prior history of acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Anterior chamber paracentesis and biopsy of suspicious lesions should be considered as possible diagnostic procedures in addition to standard hematologic studies. Collaboration between a primary care physician, pediatric oncologist, and ophthalmologist is essential for optimal diagnosis and treatment.